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Anglo-Irish physician (male) W Age 23 (born 1854)

You are the youngest son of a genteel Anglo-Irish family from Dublin. Possessed of an
adventurous streak and a desire to do good, you accepted a British Army commission after
medical training and volunteered to serve as a member of a British organization for the relief
of sick and wounded Turkish soldiers, the Stafford House Commission. Over the past year,
you have helped set up and run a number of Turkish military hospitals along with other British
physicians. Recently, you were transferred to the newly formed Red Crescent organization
and assigned to take charge of an ambulance unit stationed in Shipka. You hope to make a
name for yourself that is at least as vaunted as that of your eldest brother, Thornley, who
though only ten years older than you is already the chair of anatomy at the Royal College
of Surgeons in Dublin, and you keenly feel the weight of the family motto, Quid verum atque
decens (“Whatever is true and honorable”).
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Hungarian linguist (male) W Age 45 (born 1832)

Borninapoor family of Hungarian Jews, you quickly recognized that your talent for languages
could carry you far, and you resolved to make your fortune as a linguistic scholar. You
traveled to Constantinople as a young man and made a living as a tutor and translator while
corresponding with the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, translating the work of Ottoman
historians to which you had access. When you were 29 years old, you disguised yourself as a
Muslim and journeyed through Persia and Central Asia, at some risk to yourself, for a period
of nearly three years. The resulting book about your travels, which you published twelve
years ago, made your reputation as an expert on the Near East and secured you an academic
position as a professor at the Royal University of Pesht. Additionally, you have made many
useful friends and correspondents in British society because of the English-language version
of your book. Recently, in fact, you were approached by representatives of the British Foreign
Office who are willing to pay you to help them counter Russian attempts at gaining influence
in Central Asia and the subcontinent.
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British Army officer (male) W Age 35 (born 1842)

The son of an Anglican parson in Yorkshire, you joined the cavalry at age 17 after being
educated in England and Germany. Seeking an outlet for your adventurous spirit, you took
up ballooning and made a number of ascents in England and France. Over the past few
years, you have been a war correspondent in Spain and the Sudan; before that you traveled
to Russia. Two years ago, you journeyed through Russian Asia to Khiva despite the tsar’s
proscription on European travelers; last year you rode on horseback from Scutari to Erzerum
in Asia Minor to observe the Russian frontier. You are currently in Constantinople serving
as a representative of the Stafford House Committee, the British Red Cross organization,
but this is in truth merely a cover for your work as an agent of the British Foreign Office.
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British journalist (male) B Age 39 (born 1838)

You are the son of a Scottish clergyman. After attending university in Aberdeen, you joined
the Royal Dragoons and served for ten years before becoming a war correspondent. During
the 1870—1871 Franco-Prussian War you covered the siege of Metz and accompanied the
Prussians as they entered Paris, and it was during that war that you learned the value of
making sure that your telegraphic dispatches arrived back in London before any of your
competitors — you are alway making arrangements and contingency plans to get yourself
or your reports to the nearest telegraph office. You've seen fighting in Spain and Serbia
(where you accompanied a detachment of Russian soldiers), and you traveled to India in
the company of the Prince of Wales. Now you’ve been assigned to report on the developing
hostilities between Russia and Turkey. Like most Britons, you were quite shocked to learn
of the atrocities committed by the soldiers of the sultan in Bulgaria, and deplore the murder
of innocents, but if you are honest with yourself, you are eager to find similarly riveting
material for your readers. However, your real responsibility lies in finding the truth and
sharing it with the British public.
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British geologist (male) B Age 25 (born 1852)

You are passing through Constantinople after having completed a grand tour round about
the Carpathians, traveling along the Danube and across the countryside in Hungary, Serbia,
and Roumania while visiting sites of interest to you, including Hungarian mines, Wallachian
vineyards, and the picturesque cities of the Balkans. All in all you found it a pretty fine
adventure, with many charming young maidens in native costume to be seen, a few exciting
near run-ins with brigands and robbers to be had, and an ample sufficiency of interesting
mineral samples to be gathered, catalogued, and compared. Though your father (himself a
scientist of no small account, one of the earliest experimenters with electricity) encouraged
in you a passion for the physical sciences, geology is your central fascination — the notion
of chthonic forces deep within the earth shaping and molding the terrestrial forms around

is for you strangely and powerfully compelling.
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American archaeology student (female) W Age 27 (born 1850)

You were born to a well-to-do Rhode Island family, youngest daughter of a Providence lawyer

and congressman. Refused admission to Brown University where your father and brothers

were educated because of your sex, you set off on your own. Eventually, you wound up in

Michigan, where you taught mathematics and languages in Saginaw before entering college

at the University of Michigan.You have a wide-ranging interest in all historical matters, and

have little patience for those hidebound and deplorable purveyors of the canard of female

intellectual incompetence.
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Ottoman soldier (male) W Age 22 (born 1855)

You were born in Istanbul to a slave in the household of an important Ottoman official, but left
as soon as you were old enough and made a living as a beggar and street laborer. As a young man,
you found yourself in the company of a troop of bashi-bazouks, irregular cavalry nominally in
service to the Turkish army but supplementing your small stipend from the sultan with acts of
banditry against peasants in the countryside and insufficiently well-protected travelers. When
the Bulgarians rebelled last year, you were sent to the area near Tirnova to help suppress the
uprising. Ambushed by Bulgarian rebels, most of your troop was cut down in the wooded hill
country outside the town. You fled, and sought refuge from pursuit in a cave you chanced upon.
When you went in, however, you were first unnerved by the way the rock formations in the
cave looked like the teeth of a wild animal, and then you saw at least half a dozen dead men
lying in unnatural positions, their hands bound and their throats cut.You beat a retreat and made
your way by various adventures to the headquarters of Salim Pasha’s brigade at Osmanbazar,
where you were accused of cowardice and other crimes. Now you are a prisoner in the hands
of a squadron of bashi-bazouks, who are taking you to meet a fate that you suspect will be
unpleasant. Your only hope is that the letter you had sent to your old master pleading for his
intervention (if only to spare your mother, his loyal and well-loved servant, the shame of your
ignominious execution) meets with Allah’s favor and brings you succor.
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